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Message from the President 

Dear SFA Members, 
A Society of Florida Archivist 
newsletter – YES! And, in the 
next breath, a Society of Florida 
Archivist newsletter –
 NOOOO! So now I must write 
something informative, funny, 
and creative. 
 
As I sat at my computer stress-
ing about what to write, I real-

ized NOOOO! and YES! seems to 
sum up the past several years. So 

many ups and downs. Highs and lows. Not seeing peo-
ple, seeing people, not seeing people, seeing people. 
New discoveries, new losses. No conferences, remote 
conferences, hybrid conferences, in-person confer-
ences. No meetings, Zoom meetings, Teams meetings, 
in-person meetings. Two steps forward, three steps 
back. NOOOO! . . . and then YES! 
 
The Society of Florida Archivists' first in-person 
meeting in two years is less than two months away. I 
think this is a big YES! I'm crossing my fingers and 
toes that we stay on this path and can all get together 
in May. I hope people are ready to catch up, find out 
what our friends and colleagues have been doing for 
the past two years, and hopefully feel a little "like nor-
mal." The program looks terrific, http://www.florida-
archivists.org/SFA-AM2022-program. Kudos to eve-
ryone on this year's Annual Meeting Committee for 
their work, Sara Coates and Mary Rubin, Co-Chairs, 
Whitney Broadaway, Erin Mahaney, Laura Douglass 
Marion, Rachel Walton, and myself. [Congratulating 
myself sounds rather smarmy!] 
 
Please register for the 2022 Society of Florida Archi-
vists Annual Meeting if you haven't already done 
so. You know, the meeting taking place in the second 
week of May. The one that is just under two months 
away. It's going to be amazing . . . and in-person. To 
register, please go to: http://www.florida-
archivists.org/calendar. It's not too late! Remember 
to sign in to the website to register as an SFA mem-
ber. 

Continued on Page 16 

Archives Spotlight 
 

“Reimagining Archives” at the SFAC’s  
5th Annual Archives Day 

by Bebe Chang, Archives and Digital  
Librarian, Nova Southeastern University 

In celebration of National Archives Month this past 
October, the South Florida Archives Collective 
(SFAC) boasted a second straight year of success in 
virtual mode with its Archives Day 2021 event un-
der the theme, “Reimagining Archives”. Against the 
adversities of the COVID-19 pandemic, archival 
workers set their imagination to new heights on in-
novative ways of engaging with archival collections. 
The SFAC Archives Day staging of five presentations 
and two poster sessions spread across four weeks 
during the pre-luncheon hour depicted the buoyan-
cy of museums and libraries even in the midst of a 
public health crisis.   

While researching with archival materials is noth-
ing new, Lou Kramer, Katharine Labuda and Annia 
Gonzalez demonstrated how artists are motivated 
to dive deeper into collections for inspiration in 
support of blended exhibitions with their “Artistic 
License: Archives as Inspiration”.  

Continued on Page 17 
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SFA President 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F5%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F5%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
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SFA Annual Meeting 

“Moving Forward: Where do we go from here?” 
May 11 through May 13th 2022 

Orlando, Florida 

Member Registration Fee Information 

Early Bird Registration (on or before March 30th 2022) : $115 

Regular Registration : $140 

Late Registration: $155 

One Day Registration (Wednesday,  Thursday, Friday): $65 

Student: $30 

*Walk in registration at the conference will pay the One Day rates for each day of 
attendance* 

Cancelation Policy: A fee of $20 will be included if cancellation received by April 13, 
2022. After April 13, there is a 50% charge for cancellations.  

 

Click to register here 

The Annual Meeting will be held at 

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Orlando East-UCF Area 

Room registration is open: 

Start: May 8, 2022 

End: May  14, 2022 

Last Day to Book: April 19, 2022 

For rates and hotel registration click here 

Preliminary Schedule  

For full program click here  

Wednesday, May 9 & 
10  

Workshop  & Tours  

Wednesday, May 11 

Sessions   & Tours  

Evening Reception  

Wednesday, May 10 

Sessions  & Tours  

All Attendee Lunch 

Annual Business 
Meeting 

Wednesday, May 10 

Sessions 

Closing Remarks  

Tours at UCF Archive 

http://www.florida-archivists.org/SFA-AM2022-hotel
http://www.florida-archivists.org/SFA-AM2022-program
http://www.florida-archivists.org/calendar
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A Special Thank You 

To Our 2021 SFA Annual Meeting Sponsors 

https://ccaha.org/
https://dos.myflorida.com/library-archives/about-us/friends/
https://www.lyrasis.org/Pages/Main.aspx
https://www.nedcc.org/
https://www.quartexcollections.com/
https://www.clayton.edu/graduate/programs/mas
https://www.polygongroup.com/
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2021 Florida Archives Month Posts 

http://archivescatalog.info.florida.gov/default.asp?IDCFile=/fsa/detailss.idc,SPECIFIC=563567,DATABASE=SERIES,
https://www.floridamemory.com/learn/exhibits/florida-folklife/subjects/?id=sacred_steel
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2021 Florida Archives Month Posts 

https://resilienceblackheritageinstaugustine.wordpress.com/
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2021 Florida Archives Month Posts 

https://vimeo.com/542651276
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/covid19-memory/
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2021 Florida Archives Month Posts 

https://blogs.rollins.edu/libraryarchives/2021/09/09/a-civil-war-business-record-in-florida-and-a-page-in-american-history/
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2021 Florida Archives Month Posts 

http://archivescatalog.info.florida.gov/default.asp?IDCFile=/fsa/detailss.idc,SPECIFIC=2108,DATABASE=SERIES,
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2021 Florida Archives Month Posts 
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2021 Florida Archives Month Posts 
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Kristal Thomas was awarded the 2021 Society of Florida Archivists 
Award of Excellence, which recognizes outstanding contributions to 
the preservation of Florida’s documentary heritage. Winners of this 
award have provided noteworthy leadership in the field, promoted 
excellence through outstanding achievements, or contributed sig-
nificantly to the betterment of the profession. Krystal Thomas is a 
dedicated and innovative digital archivist, a proven leader in the 
field, and extremely supportive to her colleagues across the profes-
sion. Her work to promote the identification and preservation of 
Florida's historical records includes development of digital collec-
tions at Florida State University such as the Emmett Till Archives 
and FSU’s Civil Rights collections; promotion of professional educa-
tion through work with the Digital Library Federation Project Man-
agers Group and the Sunshine State Digital Network’s Training 
Working Group; and professional leadership such as service on the 
Florida Digital Libraries Strategies Group and as Web Communica-
tions Managers for the Society of Florida Archivists, implementing 
SFA’s current website. 

2021 SFA Award of  Excellence 

Member and Intuitional News 

New 2021-2022 SFA Members 
Jacob Albert, University of Maine 

Yaima Ballester Cabrera, San Ignacio University 

Jennifer Barnekow, 

Luis Berthin, Back Archives History and Research 
Foundation 

Jenn Bibb, University of North Florida 

Rachel Dobbs, University of North Florida 

Michelle Eisenberg, Conservation Center for Art & 
Historic Artifacts 

Kristen Fiato, Stetson University College of Law 

Patricia Fiorillo, Boca Raton Historical Society 

Kristin Hagaman, Florida State University 

Anna Kephart, Florida Institute of Technology 

Carole LaRochelle, Mayo Clinic 

Kimberly Logan-Hynes, Brockway Memorial 
Library 

Arianne Quinn, Florida State University 

Samantha Poirier, Plant City Photo Archives & 
History Center 

Christopher Saclolo, UCF Special Collections & 
University Archives 

Liriam Tobar, UCF 

Alyssa Windsor, Rollins College 

 

Welcome to all our new members! 



Given the rise in data mining, analyses, and visual-
ization, Molly Castro and Jamie Rogers introduced 
the concept of “collections as data” in 
“Reimagining the Archives as Data''. This is being 
done through their work on dLOC as Data, a 
Mellon-funded initiative of the Digital Library of 
the Caribbean, with the goal of enhancing access 
to existing Caribbean newspaper collections. Un-
der “Community Data Curation: Oral Histories, 
Post-Custodial Archiving, and Bridging University 
and Community in South Florida”, Rogers and 
Katie Coldiron explored the concept of post-
custodial archiving as a linchpin to collaborative 
data curation.   

The Arch Creek Trust persevered through re-
source constraints to preserve its archival records 
that reflect the history and prehistory of Arch 
Creek, in North Miami, Florida, from its earliest 
native inhabitants to the present. Under the topic 
“FIU Libraries-Arch Creek Trust, Strengthen Col-
laboration in Community-Based Digitization Pro-
jects”, Ximenia Valdivia and Susan Weiss proved 
how strong collaboration between Arch Creek, for 
its coveted collection, SEFLIN, for its scanning 
equipment, and FIU, for its dPanther Repository 
hosting platform can foster a culture of communi-
ty archiving. Archives Day 2021 also saw some 
virtual highlights from the City of Miami’s 125th 
birthday bash exhibition at the HistoryMiami Mu-
seum. Under the topic “It’s a Miami Thing: Curat-
ing Special Collections”, Ashley Trujillo and Jere-
my Salloum escorted attendees through the over-
whelming, yet rewarding journey from curation 
and selection of materials, to the layout, design, 
and installation of the exhibition’s Special Collec-
tions featured section.  

The poster presentations furthered the theme of 
reimagining archives with The Life Cycle of a Dig-
itization Project: Creating the Miami Life Digital 
Collection and Into the Limelight: Staying Con-
nected in Unprecedented Times. In the first post-
er, Rebecca Bakker, Riley Ford, and Roberto Car-
rodeguas shared lessons from interns tasked with 
digitizing Miami Life, a local historical tabloid  

… Continued 
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Spotlight continued from front page... 

newspaper from the 1920s to the 1940s. The sec-
ond poster by Alicia Melton and Luis Berthin 
showed how using social media tools for driving 
outreach and programming at The Black Archives 
History and Research Foundation of South Florida, 
Inc. increased research appointments, new pa-
trons, and archival donations from the community. 

The SFAC Archives Day 2021 was organized by its 
planning team comprising Annia Gonzalez and 
Rhia Rae (chair), Florida International University; 
Bebe Chang, Nova Southeastern University; Lou 
Kramer, Miami-Dade College, and Katharine 
Labuda, Miami-Dade Public Library System.   

All of the presentations can be accessed at https://
digitalcommons.fiu.edu/archives_day/2021/.  

Are you located in South Florida and want to net-
work with other archivists? Visit the SFAC at 
https://southflarchives.wordpress.com/! 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F1%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F2%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F2%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F2%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F4%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2Fschedule%2F4%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C6377467316
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C637746731666770003%7CUnkn
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.fiu.edu%2Farchives_day%2F2021%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C637746731666770003%7CUnkn
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthflarchives.wordpress.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Benjamin%40ucf.edu%7C51c38e804cab42ef066808d9bb4600f2%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C637746731666770003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
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President’s Message Continued from front page... 

We have eighteen new SFA members. That's an-
other YES! A hearty welcome to all of you! Of all 
the organizations I have belonged to in my almost 
40 years as an archivist, SFA is my favorite. I hope 
you can attend the upcoming annual meeting 
(http://www.florida-archivists.org/calendar). Al-
so, I encourage you to get involved. Volunteer! Vol-
unteer to be on a committee next year. Volunteer 
to be on the Board. Our membership is what 
makes us such a fantastic organization. 

Speaking of volunteering . . . thanks to all of you 
who volunteered to serve on an SFA committee 
this year. Hey, that's another YES! A complete list 
of the committees and fabulous volunteers, "and I 
don't use the f-word lightly,"* is on our website,  

http://www.florida-archivists.org/committees. 
SFA is an all-volunteer organization. We are only 
as good as our volunteers, which means we are 
amazing. However, we need people to volunteer. 
When our next illustrious president Sarah Coates 
calls for volunteers, step up. Volunteer! I realize 
everyone is busy – honestly, things got busier and 
more hectic in the last several years – but volun-
teering for SFA is worth the time and effort. If you 
have never volunteered before, I encourage you to 
throw your name into the hat. You will learn so 
much, meet great people, and help to keep SFA go-
ing strong. If you're an old-timer or, as some of us 
preferred to be called, a "well-seasoned" profes-
sional, volunteer and share your experience, ex-
pertise, and knowledge.  

Finally, thanks to everyone on the Executive Board. 
Their help over the past year has been a great 
big YES! It has been an honor and pleasure serving 
as President of SFA. I learned a great deal about 
our organization, its members, the profession, and 
myself. Of course, not everything went as planned, 
but we made it through. [It really does take a vil-
lage – to guide the village idiot through his presi-
dency.] Given a couple more years in the position, I 
might get things right and done on time – but I 
wouldn't count on that! 

See you all at the annual meeting. Have I men-
tioned it is just under two months away? It's so 
easy to register, http://www.florida-
archivists.org/2022-SFA-Annual-Meeting.  

While so much of the last couple years has been a 
lot of NOOO . . . I think I will just stick with YES! 

*If you know this quote without using "The 
Google" (I know how you information profession-
als operate!), we must chat!

http://www.florida-archivists.org/2022-SFA-Annual-Meeting
http://www.florida-archivists.org/calendar
http://www.florida-archivists.org/committees


 

Society of Florida Archivists 

P.O. Box 5645 

Tampa, FL 33675 

 

The Society of Florida Archivists seeks to connect, 

educate, and empower archivists and those working 

with historical records to preserve and promote 

Florida's documentary heritage.  

www.florida-archivists.org 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1935942&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=%2Egan_1935942%2Eanp_1935942_1358433569298_1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/161475000544818/
http://www.florida-archivists.org

