
Foreword: Over the years the Photo Archives had collected 
numerous photographs relating to the extended Wilbur fami-
ly. It was not until recently, however, that we became aware 
of the hijacking of Captain Robert M. Wilbur, Jr., and were 
able to piece the story together. 
 This is what happened. On a relatively calm St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 1970, Captain Robert M. Wilbur was piloting the Eastern Air Lines Flight 1320 from Newark to Boston. A passenger became unruly, broke into the cockpit and de-manded the pilot turn eastward toward the Atlantic. Sud-denly, he began shooting, striking the co-pilot and the pilot. The co-pilot fought back, and shot the assailant before slip-ping into unconsciousness, and Captain Wilbur, with bullets into both arms, brought the DC-9 smoothly into Logan Air-port before being taken to the hospital. He was a hero in headlines across the nation and the world. 
 Who was he? Born in Plant City March 30, 1934, Robert Mil-ton Wilbur, Jr., grew up in the Coronet Village section of Plant City, the son of Robert Milton Wilbur, Sr., an engineer at Coronet mines, and who later became its General Manag-er. Young Bob left Plant City to attend Riverside Military Academy in Gainesville, Georgia and, following graduation in 1952, attended the University of Florida.  
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Message from the President Dear SFA Members, 
 With hurricane season end-ing, I hope that everyone and all of the institutions fared well and remained dry. If your institution has been im-pacted, please do not hesitate to contact SFA at socie-tyofflarchivists@gmail.com or through the listserv.  
 SFA has formed a 2019 Disas-ter Ad-Hoc Committee with 
Gerrianne Schaad (Chair), 

Jay Sylvestre, Hannah Davis, and Alexandra 
Curran. The committee is charged with decid-ing how to best spend the $1000 that we cur-rently have in the budget, which is the $500 from last year and the $500 from this year, as well as creating a page on our website that ex-plains our disaster fund. 
 In October, we celebrated Florida Archives Month. I want to thank all of the members that contributed content. It was great seeing all the varying events, collections, and projects occur-ring across the state. I also want to thank the committee, which diligently shared throughout the month. Kudos to Tyeler McLean, Mindy 
Berg, Jessica Orozco, and Krystal Thomas for their work! In case you missed the opportunity to share during October, I want to remind you that you can share new collections or initiatives through our newsletter throughout the year. 
 If you are interested in becoming involved with SFA, please look for an email from me through the listserv in December. I will begin filling the committees for the first half of 2020. Commit-tees that I am seeking volunteers for include the Audit Committee, the Awards Committee, 
the Judith Beale Scholarship Committee, and the Nomination Committee. 

Continued on Page 12 

Archives Spotlight 

The Story Behind Robert Milton Wilbur, Jr: The      
Hijacked Eastern Air Lines Pilot Gilbert Gott, Plant City Photo Archives & History Center 
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SFA Board of  Directors 

President Mary Rubin, Senior Archivist University of Central Florida Orlando 407.823.5427     maryrubin@gmail.com 

 

Vice-President Tyeler McLean, Collections Services Supervisor State Archives of Florida Tallahassee 850.245.6778           McLean.Tyeler@gmail.com 

 

Secretary LuAnn Mims, Special Collections Librarian Lakeland History Room Lakeland Public Library 561.868.3145               LuAnn.Mims@Lakelandgov.net  
 

Treasurer Jason Sylvestre, Special Collections Librarian  University of Miami Libraries  Miami  863.834.4269                              j.sylvestre@miami.edu 
                              
Directors Gerrianne Schaad, Archivist  Florida Southern College  Lakeland  863.680.4994                        gschaad@FLsouthern.edu  
 Annia Gonzalez, Special Collections Librarian  Florida International University Miami 305.348.2412                             aalfonso@fiu.edu         
Immediate Past President Brittney Farley, Archivist African-American Research Library and Cultural Center, Broward County Libraries Fort Lauderdale 727.282.5318            Brittafarley1@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor Jessica M. Orozco, Metadata Librarian Associate Library Director St. Thomas University, Miami Gardens 305.474.6863             jmorozco@stu.edu                      Complete listing: 
http://www.florida-archivists.org/about 
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Welcome New SFA Members 

Tara Backhouse, Collections Manager, Ah-Tah-Thi
-Ki Museum 

Samantha Hagar, Student 

Jeffery Hartley, National Archives and Records Administration 

Christine Jones, Senior Records Specialist, John-son County (Kansas) Government 

Isabel Medina Pascu, Assistant Archivist and Mu-seum Coordinator, Archbishop John C. Favalora Archive & Museum, St. Thomas University Library 

Marie Penny, Archivist, Norton Museum of Art 

Arthur Quinn, Archivist, St. Vincent de Paul Re-gional Seminary 

Gregorio Rivera, Composer, Gregorio Music Books 

Alison Simpson, Department of Military Affairs, Florida 

Matthew Wilcox, Student 
Erika Alfieri, Archival Consultant 

Katrina Patchett, Archivist, Director of Library Services, and Director of Bookstores at Ransom Everglades School 
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New Zora Neale Hurston Playlist on Florida Memory Elizabeth Loeffelman, Social Media Coordinator  State Archives of Florida “Dust Tracks: The Complete Performances of Zora Neale Hurston from the Florida Folklife Collection” is the latest playlist from Florida Memory, a digital outreach program at the State Archives of Florida. Hurston, famed author of the novel 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, spent years as an anthropolo-gist and folklorist documenting African-American culture in the South.  She performed the 21 tracks on this playlist while working for the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in the 1930s. These tracks range from railroad work songs to children's songs and represent the complete recorded performances of Hurston held by the State Archives. In addition to the tracks, there are playlist liner notes describing Hurston’s accomplishments as an author and anthropologist. Visit FloridaMemory.com to lis-ten to and download “Dust Tracks.” 

54th Georgia Archives Institute June 7-18, 2020 — Atlanta, Georgia Designed for beginning archivists, manuscript curators, and librarians or those whose positions have expanded to include the management and care of their organization's archives or manuscript/history collection, the Georgia Archives Institute provides general instruction in core concepts and practices of archival administration and the management of traditional and modern documentary materials.  Recipient of the 2016 Society of American Ar-
chivists’ Distinguished Service Award, the Institute is a two-week program held at the Georgia Archives in Mor-row, Georgia, near metro Atlanta, which includes six days of classroom instruction and a three-day internship.  Instructional topics include appraisal, accessioning, arrangement and description, reference and outreach, securi-ty, copyright, born-digital records; as well as a whole day on the preservation and care of archival materials.  To link archival theory with real-world application, students will also participate in individualized, three-day intern-ships at local archival repositories. The internship provides an opportunity for students to observe the operations of an archival facility combined with hands-on experience processing archival collections. 
Pam Hackbart-Dean is the Head of Special Collections & University Archives at the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago.  She has worked at Special Collections Research Center at Southern Illinois University Carbondale, Special Collections & Archives at Georgia State University and for the Richard B. Russell Library for Political Research and Study at the University of Georgia.  She has conducted a number of workshops on arrangement and description, as well as published articles and books on the subject. The Preservation of Archival Materials day-long session will be taught by Tina Seetoo, Preservation Manager at Delta Flight Museum.   Tuition is $500 and enrollment is limited to 20 students.  Deadline is midnight on March 15, 2020 for receipt of application and $75 application fee (which is refunded if not admitted to the Institute).  Tuition scholarships are available from the Society of Georgia Archivists (SGA) (http://www.soga.org/scholarships/hart) and the Friends of Georgia Archives and History (http://fogah.org/programs/dunaway-scholarship/).  Successful applicants, who are not members of the Society of Georgia Archivists, will receive a free membership for one year. For an application to the Institute, detailed schedule and additional information, please visit our website at www.georgiaarchivesinstitute.org or contact us at georgiaarchivesinstitute@gmail.com. 
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On October 3, 2019, Florida Internation-al University Libraries Special Collec-tions and University Archives hosted the 3rd annual Archive Day.  Various museums, historical societies, universi-ties, and library professionals from 
all across South Florida gathered to share information about the rare and unique items in their collections.  Participants included The Black Ar-chives History & Research Foundation of South Florida, Inc., Digital Library of the Caribbean, Government Resources and Information Department at FIU Li-braries, Digital Collections Center at FIU Libraries, The Wolfsonian-FIU, FIU Sound & Image, Florida Memorial University Library Special Collections, Historic Homestead Town Hall Museum, Lynn and Louis Wolfson II Flor-ida Moving Image Archives, Miami-Dade Public Library System Special Collections and Archives and the Digiti-zation Division, Miami Military Museum and Memorial , Monroe County Library, Nova Southeastern University 
- University Ar-chives, the South Florida Collections Management Cen-ter Everglades Na-tional Park, the Uni-versity of Miami Cu-ban Heritage Collec-tion.   Each participant in-stitution had a table which included bro-chures, digital collec-tions, and highlights from the collec-tions.  Students, fac-ulty, staff, and the community were able to discover new places and be intro-duced to unique col-lections in South Florida.  Future plans for Archive Day in-clude presentations and a keynote speak-er.   

Third Annual Archive Day @FIU Libraries 
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Please contact Annia Gonzalez at aalfonso@fiu.edu for more infor-
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2019 Florida Archives Spotlight 
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2019 Found it in Florida Archives 
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Bob Wilbur, Jr., entered the Avi-ation Cadet School at Enid, Ok-lahoma, and earned his “wings” in 1955, entering the regular Air Force as a 2nd Lt. Following training at Bainbridge Air Force Base, Georgia, Bob flew C-119s and C-130s with the 61st Troop Carrier Squadron, Stewart AFB, Smyrna, Tennessee. From 1956 until 1959, Wilbur, as a 1st Lt. and aircraft com-mander, flew troop carriers in Europe and between Lebanon and Germany. After his discharge, Wilbur returned to Plant City for a short period before accepting a position as pilot and pilot engineer with Eastern Air Lines, then the most promi-nent commercial carrier in the US. He was stationed in New York, living in Flushing, NY. He married Anita DeCic-co, an Eastern Air Lines stewardess, in 1965, and they moved to Fairlawn, New Jersey. Wilbur had just become Captain shortly before the horrible hijacking incident on the Newark to Boston run. A little history. The Wilbur family ancestral homestead was in Missouri, where James Harvey Wilbur and Ella Madeline Russell Wilbur raised their children. A daughter, Dymphana, nick-named Dimple, made the move to Plant City about 1920. She liked Florida and soon her older sister Vaviel followed. They found jobs. The sisters invited their young brother, Robert Mil-ton Wilbur, Sr., to  come to Plant City, which he did, and he attended Plant City High School, graduating with the class of 1926. Robert Wilbur, Sr., played the violin at PCHS along with Quintilla Geer, and pianist Elsie Greene, whose 

… Continued father Henry F. Greene was manager at the Coronet Phosphate Company. In 1927 Robert Wilbur, Sr.,  re-ceived an appointment to the U.S.  Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. He and Elsie remained in contact and in 1931, following his graduation at the Academy, they were married. Wilbur moved back to Plant City and served in the Navy Reserve. He later en-tered the U.S. Army and as a 2nd  Lt. was assigned to the 116th Field Infantry working with Milton Hull in Plant City.  By this time Bob Wilbur, Sr., was a mechanical engi-neer at the Coronet plant. When World War II began, Wilbur refused his discharge and remained in the Ar-my, serving in Persia (today’s Iran), and other areas.  He was assigned to the Field Artillery, 31st Chemi-cal Brigade, and rose to the rank of Colonel. While overseas, Elsie and their children (Robert, Jr., and Charlotte) moved to Lake-land, moving back to Plant City when Bob, Sr., re-turned in 1945.  Bob Wilbur, Sr., and Elsie Wilbur were known as a dashing sophisticated couple in the Coronet commu-nity and throughout Plant City. Bob was a Board member at Hillsboro Bank; Elsie was known for her exquisite piano melodies and Gershwin tunes. He re-tired in 1975 to their Plant City home on Woodside Road. Elsie died in 1979 and Robert Wilbur, Sr., in 1987. The hijacking incident was newsworthy the world over, but Bob Wilbur, Jr., talked little about it. The co-pilot that day on Eastern Flight 1320 was Jim Hartley,  who Bob said was the real hero. The assailant did not stand out at first. In those days, passengers boarded the plane and paid while in flight. Passenger John DiVivo refused to pay and demanded to see the Cap-tain. He entered the cockpit and shouted, “take me east.” Captain Wilbur, who had begun his approach to Boston’s Logan Airport, stated they did not have enough fuel and DiVivo started shooting, hitting both Hartley and Wilbur. Hartley was able to fight back, wresting the .38 from DiVivo and shooting him. Both lay unconscious in the cockpit.  
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Spotlight continued from front page 



President’s address, continued from front page Lastly, please do not forget about the Society of Flor-
ida Archivists Journal which offers an outlet to con-tribute to the profession through rigorous research and scholarship. 
 I wish you all a fun-filled holiday season and best wishes for a happy New Year! 
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Sources: Quintilla Geer Bruton and David E. Bailey, 
Plant City; Its Origin and History; Wallace W. Prophet, 
Coronet; A Personal Reminiscence; ancestry.com; newspapers.com; Plant City Photo Archives & History Center collections.  Captain Jamie Verner and Photo Archives intern Mitchell Thoeni assisted in this article. 

Wilbur prepared for landing when suddenly DiVivo regained consciousness and started at the Captain; Wilbur grabbed the gun and struck the assailant on the head, putting him down again. He radioed the tow-er that the co-pilot was shot, and they needed an imme-diate landing and medical attention. He made a steep approach and landed on the runway smoothly, taxiing to a stop where the police and  medics were waiting. Wilbur, Hartley, and DiVivo were rushed to the hospi-tal;  Hartley, however, died before he could receive medical attention.  Bob Wilbur, Jr., spent weeks in the hospital and recov-ered fully. He was greeted as a hero by Eastern Air Lines, government officials, and the public. He retired from Eastern Air Lines after 30 years of service and flew for Saudi Arabian Airlines for four years before retiring fully in 1994. Bob and Anita live in West Palm Beach, Florida.  



 

Society of Florida Archivists 

P.O. Box 5645 

Tampa, FL 33675 

 

The Society of Florida Archivists seeks to connect, 

educate, and empower archivists and those working 

with historical records to preserve and promote 

Florida's documentary heritage.  

www.florida-archivists.org 
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