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Field 
Code 

Field Name Preferred Label Notes 

240 Uniform Title/Preferred 
Title 

“Preferred Title” Include all subfields for display and 
searching 

500 General Note “Note” Could use “Description” 
505 Formatted Contents “Contents” Prefer “Contents” over “Description” since 

all of the 5xx notes are the description 

508 Creation/Production 
Credits 

“Credits” (?) 

511 Participant or Performer “Performer” If 1st indicator is “1”, then use label “Cast” 

518 Date/Time and Place of 
Event 

“Note” Used to describe when a CD was recorded 

546 Language “Language” 
590 Local Note “Note” Often used to differentiate unique 

items/give additional info for local item 

700 Personal Name “Associated Name” (?) Include all subfields for display and 
searching, especially if a name/title entry; 
subfields “e” and “i” should be displayed 
but not indexed for search 

710 Corporate Name “Associated Name” (?) Subfields “e” and “i” should be displayed 
but not indexed for search 

711 Meeting Name “Associated Name” (?) Subfields “e” and “i” should be displayed 
but not indexed for search 

730 Uniform Title/ Preferred “Associated Title” Include all subfields for display and 
Title searching; subfield “i” should be displayed 

but not indexed for search 
740 

790 

Added Entry “Associated Title” Subfield “i” should be displayed but not 
indexed for search 

Local Added Entry – “Associated Name” Often used for donated materials/local 
Personal Name collections 



     

   
           
 

Special Collections Requested Fields 

• 541 – provenance note 

• 520 – local  note for dealer description 

• 856 – hyperlink 





 

Alma 

Primo 

Normalization 
rules 

• Display 
• Search 
• Facets 
• Sort 



   
               

                         

                               
 

                       

Some technical caveats… 
UMiami uses Primo Back Office, an older version of Primo. 

New sites use PrimoVE, which is newer and uses a somewhat different management system. 

Some of UM’s specific configurations may not work in PrimoVE, but the general ideas should be
the same. 

(You may also be asking yourself what “VE” stands for… no one knows!) 



         
                 

                       

       

                                         
                          

         

Harvesting EAD vs Creating MARC records 
Two options for getting records for archival collections into Primo: 

1. Harvest EAD records directly from archival management systems (e.g. ArchivesSpace, Access to
Memory) 

2. Create MARC records in Alma 

UM has opted for option 2, so we have records in Alma for each archival collection, the same as all other
library resources. We also add those records to OCLC, for discovery in WorldCat and ArchiveGrid. 

Pluses and minuses to both approaches! 



       Displaying Note (and other) fields 



   Advanced Search options 



   Finding Aid link 



           
   

                   

         

         

                       
   

Tips for talking with your friendly 
neighborhood systems/discovery person 
• Be ready with use cases and user stories – what's  the goal? 

• Think about front‐end and back‐end uses 

• Have examples – as  many as possible 

• Be prepared to advocate for the needs of archives and special collections
staff & users. 


